PLANS   FOR   THE   FUTURE
In regard to a son of the Sharif, he stated:
I am now convinced that the third proposal would meet
with widespread acceptance in Baghdad, and that it would
probably be well received outside because all know who the
Sharif is. It is also considered that he would be acceptable to
Shi'is on account of the Sharif's well-known latitude in
religious views. I am, however, strongly opposed to it. For
reasons connected with Persian Gulf and Central Arabian
politics and on other grounds.x
The other candidate put forward, the venerable religious
dignitary, 'Abdur Rahman al-Gailani, Naqib of Baghdad, he
negatived as a possibility on account of his great age, his failing
health and his lack of influence save in Sunni religious circles.
In addition, the Naqib was not known in Basra and Mosul,
which would be a further disadvantage in case Mosul and
Kurdistan were added to the prospective State. Nor were any
of his family better qualified.2
Under the existing circumstances, it no doubt seemed to the
Acting Civil Commissioner that the solution lay in another
alternative candidate as head of the proposed new state,
which he put in the same telegram:3
A fifth alternative has not yet been discussed in Baghdad,
but if I might be authorized to suggest it would probably
meet with immediate acquiescence in Baghdad and would
be even more acceptable to the rural districts, namely that
1 Telegram No. 10250, para. 8. Sir Arnold Wilson, writing in 1931, m reference
to his sentiments towards a son of the Sharif as ruler of 'Iraq, transmutes * strongly
opposed* above to 'misgivings'  (Mesopotamia,  1917-1920, p.   108) and also
apparently forgets entirely his Telegram 10973, December loth, 1918, m which he
stated that he 'was in complete opposition to the nomination of a son of the Sharif
as Amir*.
2 The Acting Civil Commissioner also stated 'The above appreciation differs
fundamentally from that formed by Sir Percy Cox in 1917'*  The latter's views
at that date were those expressed in the Handbook of Mesopotamia, p 128: *Much
the most influential Sunm in Mesopotamia is the Naqib of Baghdad, the official
head of the Arab community in that town ... It is worthy of note that extreme
deference is paid to the Naqib of Baghdad and his family by many of the most
influential and wealthy, as well as the humblest and poorest, of Indian and
Afghan Moslems.'
3 Telegram No, 10250, para. 12.
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